
Image âKrystii Melaine 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               

Goodbye and Thankyou James Frazer 

Sadly for the Friends but great news for James happened in 
September. He was offered a full time position with 
Melbourne Water. James made sure that a hand over to 
his replacement would be a smooth one with a detailed 
analysis of programs completed this year and work yet to 
complete. Plans for 2017 are well developed. On behalf of the Friends I thank 
James for his outstanding work in community education and in revegetation. 
We are fortunate that James will be available for advice with projects that are 
ongoing. 
 

 

Hello and Welcome Cecilia Imre 

Cecilia has been appointed to the role of Environmental Coordinator following a recent interview program. 
Cecilia has been recognised for her work in conservation by the Yarra Ranges Shire.  
At this stage Cecilia is expecting to be able to commence work in mid-December. 
Welcome to Cecilia. 

2016 AGM 

Saturday, 22nd October was not the ideal day to hold the Annual General meeting at the Depot Shed. It 
rained and it rained. A quick decision by our Secretary Marita to transfer the meeting to the Yellingbo 
IƻǳǎŜ ǇǊƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊΦ 5ǊȅΣ ǿŀǊƳ ŀƴŘ Ŏƻǎȅ ǿŜ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ !DaΩǎ ǘƘŀǘ L 
remember. Guest Speaker Dr Bram Mason enlightened us with the workings of the Dahl Trust, which funds 
research into the study of Eucalypts. There were no changes to the committee and committee positions.  
While Susan McVeigh renominated for the Treasurer position it is only until the end of December. Susan 
and family are moving to Gippsland. Susan has provided the group with a sound framework to handle the 
ǊŀǇƛŘƭȅ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ǇƻǊǘŦƻƭƛƻΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘŜŘ ƎǊŜŀǘƭȅ ōȅ {ǳǎŀƴΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴning 
and introduction of efficient practices. 

aŜƳōŜǊǎΩ aŜŜǘƛƴƎ 

I am looking forward to seeing you at the Depot Shed for our last meeting for 2016. It will be the usual 
friendly barbecue, followed by an update of the current breeding season, see the 2017 He Ho calendar and 
finishing with a walk to see our beloved Helmeted Honeyeaters (hopefully). 
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Steve and Debbie Mitchell became Life Members in 
recognition of their work as members of the Friends and the 
close relationship they foster with Macclesfield Landcare 
Group. 
James Frazer was suitably farewelled with his family present. 
It was encouraging to see a number of   university students 
who came to thank James for his assistance with their 
projects at Yellingbo. 
May the festive season be a happy one for you and your loved 
ones. 
Robert Anderson 

 

It is almost December and I cannot believe that another year is almost at an end. 

This year has been a bit of a strange one there have been many high points with 

lots of plants grown and lots sold but also a few low points with the loss of loved 

ones.                                                                                                                                                  

The nursery crew were kept on their toes with orders totalling approximately 70,000 plants to be prepared 

packed and sent out for lots of different revegetation projects.                                                                          

The main plant orders were from the Yarra Ranges Council, Melbourne Water, Healesville Sanctuary, Yarra 

Valley Water, Cardinia Council, Parks Victoria and over 20,000 plants for the Friends of the Helmeted 

Honeyeater revegetation project ŀǘ aŎ/ƻƭƭΩǎ {ǿŀƳǇΦ  

Despite being a very busy time at the nursery I managed to have a six week break during August and 

September as part of my long service leave and we headed off to Western Australia.                                  

 We had a very relaxing time exploring the sites and checking out the whales and the wildflowers knowing 

that Shirley Henderson my nursery assistant was taking care of the nursery and volunteers.                                              

It was fantastic to see that everything was going along smoothly on my return.   I know that it would have 

been difficult for Shirley to keep up with all that needed to be done, orders, plant sales, seed sowing, 

watering and organising the volunteers. Thanks to Shirley and the nursery volunteers for looking after the 

nursery and each other in my absence it was very much appreciated.  

On returning from leave I was sorry to hear that James Frazer, our coordinator had decided to move on 

after receiving an offer of a full time position with Melbourne Water that was too good to pass up.  James 

has been fantastic to work with always enthusiastic and willing to give support to myself and the nursery 

James and Miles sitting on the bench made by 

Miles and presented to James at AGM    

All AGM   images Michelle Faram 
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through the shared time of lots of university students and corporate groups. We will continue to admire 

the success of your revegetation program and will remember your inspirational ideas such as the 

Sculptural seating and the Hehodown.  Best wishes in your future endeavours  

¦ƴƭƛƪŜ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ǎǳŘŘŜƴƭȅ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ Ƙƻǘ ƛƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊΣ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ Ǉƭant sales have been more 

encouraging with the extra rain. There have been lots of plants flowering profusely this year amongst our 

stock including the Pultenaea and Dillwynia sp. with their bright yellow flowers the pink Stylidium, the 

lovely purple Patersonia sp. and the white daisy flowers off the Olearia.                       

We are continuing our plant sale which began in October through until the end of December with selected 

lines being sold for one dollar. Our sale signs at the entrance to the nursery are encouraging passers-by to 

visit the nursery which is leading to further sales, new members and potential nursery volunteers   

The nursery team are now preparing for next autumns planting season with a big clean-up of the stock 

holding areas underway and lots of new plants being produced. A number of orders for 2017 have already 

started to filter in.  

Thank you to all our members whose generous 

donations allowed us to purchase three new shade 

ŎƻǾŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ǇƭŀǎǘƛŎ ƛƎƭƻƻΩǎ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ 

further eight wire benches for our new stock holding 

area. 

THANKS TO EVERYONE FOR THEIR SUPPORT IN 2016   

I LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU IN THE NURSERY 

SOON 

  

  

YELLINGBO NATURE CONSERVATION RESERVE 

2016/2017 breeding season 
 

Outcomes for the 2016/2017 Helmeted Honeyeater breeding season to date are not what was being 

anticipated. Although there exist several positives to focus on, the current breeding season has also been 

characterized by many nest failures and a loss of several birds that bred during the 2015/2016 breeding 

season following that season and at least five breeding birds that bred in the first half of the current 

breeding season. However, ΨƭƻǎǘΩ IŜƭƳŜǘŜŘ IƻƴŜȅŜŀǘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜŘ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ōȅ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ƴƻƴ-

breeding birds and the wet conditions during the first half of the breeding season should lead to a 

prolonged 2016/2017 breeding season. Further, new breeding territories have formed at the site created 

via the release of captive-bred Helmeted Honeyeaters in September 2015. Also, there is a new (naturally-

occurring) site at Cockatoo Swamp that Jeff Dickinson and Marita Hanigan found on 16th October (2016) 

where Helmeted Honeyeaters occur without supplementary food. 14 active nests were known when this 

report was produced and confirmed figures for number of breeding territories (23) and fledglings (15) will 

undoubtedly increase with time. 
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Reasons for the high number of nest failures and the disappearance of some of the breeding birds are 
largely unknown. However, predation of nest contents and some of the adults is strongly suspected. 
 

Leg/Foot Injuries/Illness 

The reason for the death of one male Helmeted Honeyeater that bred earlier this breeding season is 
known; he had to be euthanized because of having gout. It is hoped that a pathological investigation by 
Veterinary staff may determine the reason for a female Helmeted Honeyeater unexpectedly dying despite 
recovery from an infected foot progressing. The foot injury was possibly sustained due to an attack by a 
predator (puncture wounds on both the front and back of the foot joint suggested something had grabbed 
her foot). 
 
!ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƳŀƭŜ IŜƭƳŜǘŜŘ IƻƴŜȅŜŀǘŜǊ ƛǎ ŀǘ IŜŀƭŜǎǾƛƭƭŜ {ŀƴŎǘǳŀǊȅΩǎ !ǳstralian Wildlife Health Centre 
recovering from a fractured leg (cause unknown). It is hoped that he can be returned to his Cockatoo 
Swamp territory in early December (2016). 
 

In the previous two He Ho Heralds, I wrote about an adult female taken back into captivity in May this year 
because of some level of blindness in one eye and liver disease. She was treated by Healesville Sanctuary 
Veterinarians and returned to the wild mid-July and has settled back in her territory with her mate. 
Hopefully, their third nest of this breeding season will be successful. 
 
2016 Release of Captive-bred Helmeted Honeyeaters  

Seven captive-bred Helmeted Honeyeaters were released into Yellingbo Nature Conservation Reserve on 
8th September 2016. Two males and two females were released into one creek system and the new home 
of the other three (all females) was intended to be the release area at Cockatoo Swamp. However, most of 
the individuals from both groups have been inclined to visit and even settle (at least temporarily) at the 
other 2016 release creek area, rather than the one they were released at. This is perhaps because there 
ǿŀǎ ŀ ǇǊŜŘƻƳƛƴŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŦŜƳŀƭŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǊŜ-introduction and female Helmeted Honeyeaters have an 
innate tendency to disperse from the natal site. Having stated that, the release itself has already shifted 
these captive-bred birds from their natal site and not all captive-bred female Helmeted Honeyeaters leave 
a site where we have released them. Three of the seven captive-bred Helmeted Honeyeaters released on 
8th September were sighted during 15th ς 21st November (2016). 
 
Although 158 Helmeted Honeyeaters were recorded in October 2016, the actual number present in 

Yellingbo is likely to be higher than that figure. At this time of the year, some of the subordinate adult 

Helmeted Honeyeaters temporarily wander away from the main colonies and this makes our recording of 

them considerably more difficult. 
 

BUNYIP STATE PARK 

Helmeted Honeyeaters and Yellow-tufted Honeyeaters were not detected at the Labertouche North area 

of Bunyip State Park during approximately three-weekly field trips between June to August 2016. However, 

Helmeted and Yellow-tufted Honeyeaters were again present there during September ς October 2016. 

Images from a remote camera at one of the feed stations have assisted confirming the presence of four 

individuals during that time. 

The four individuals were: two Helmeted Honeyeaters (the subspecies of Helmeted Honeyeater is cassidix); 
one individual of the gippslandicus subspecies; one hybrid that is believed to be from a gippslandicus ς 
cassidix cross. However, the last time the site was visited (26th October), just one Helmeted Honeyeater 
and a second individual of unknown subspecies were detected. 

An update will occur in the autumn edition of He Ho Herald. Many thanks to all of you for the wonderful 
help and support you provide to the program. Bruce 
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ά!ƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ Ŏŀƴϥǘ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊƳǘƘ ƻŦ ŀ 
ǎƳƛƭŜΣέ ǎŀȅǎ Chris Hart, artist and author. 
LΩƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ Ǝƻ ŀǘ ƛǘ ŀƴȅǿŀȅ J 
On 19 January 2017, Australia plays Pakistan in the One-Day 
LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎǊƛŎƪŜǘ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ tŜǊǘƘΩǎ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ²!/! 
Ground.  
 
If the supplementary feeding volunteers worked as a tag 
team, each week they would walk approximately 160 
kilometres in order to provide a commercially produced 
nectar substitute (wombaroo) to Helmeted Honeyeaters at 
Yellingbo, whilst equally importantly, monitoring the health of the wild population. Imagine walking from 
Flinders Street Station in Melbourne CBD to watch the Penguin parade at Phillip Island, then back to Cowes 
ŦƻǊ ŘƛƴƴŜǊΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ мсл ƪƛƭƻƳŜǘǊŜǎΦ LΩŘ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊƛƴƎ ŀ ǘŜŀƳ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘΦ   
 
Now imagine that distance multiplied by the number of weeks this year so far (up to 7 November as I 
write). The supplementary feeders have walked 7,120 kilometres. Yellingbo to the WACA and back again is 
сΣфсл ƪƛƭƻƳŜǘǊŜǎΦ ! ǘŀƎ ǘŜŀƳ ƻŦ ŦŜŜŘŜǊǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŎŜƴƛŎ ǊƻǳǘŜ ǘƻ ǿŀǘŎƘ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƛŎƪŜǘ ƻƴ мф WŀƴǳŀǊȅΦ LΩŘ 
definitely sponsor that!  
 

The volunteers involved in the Helmeted Honeyeater supplementary feeding program are tallying up some 
impressive statistics, without that being their focus at all! In excess of 591 hours of volunteer time has 
been contributed each month this year, and in purely monetary terms, that equates to almost $191,000 of 
in-kind (voluntary) contribution. 
 
The statistics are all very well, but how can we measure 
the warmth of the smile that individuals feel when helping 
ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǘƛƴŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŜƳōƭŜƳΚ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ 
harder, but really important part. I think the 
ΨƳŜŀǎǳǊŜƳŜƴǘΩ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŜŘŜǊǎ ƳŀƪŜ 
as part of the day-to-day communication we have with 
ǘƘŜƳ ŜƎ ά¸Ŝǎ L ŀƳ ŦǊŜŜ ǘƘƛǎ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǎǘƻƪŜŘ ǘƻ 
Řƻ ŀ ŦŜŜŘΗέ ƻǊ άwŜƎǊŜǘǘŀōƭȅ L ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ Řƻ Ƴȅ ŦŜŜŘ 
ƴŜȄǘ ǿŜŜƪΧ Ŏŀƴ L ƘŜƭǇ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ƻƴ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŘŀȅΚέ ƻǊ έL 
have some spare time after my feed next month, can I 
ƘŜƭǇ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ ǿŀȅΚέ ƻǊ άL ǎŀǿ н ŦƭŜŘƎƭƛƴƎǎ ǘƻŘŀȅΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎ 
Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǿŜǎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ Ƴȅ ǿŜŜƪΦέ 
 

We are so fortunate to be able to spend time in this amazing bushland. Whilst doing the feeding, it is easy 
to lose sight of just how narrow the reserve actually is, and how precious each patch of vegetation is. 
Everywhere we go, just over the hill, or in the background, is the reserve boundary. All too often, this is 
where suitable habitat for our native animals ends. Can you spot the boardwalk in the bushland image? 
Since these were constructed a few years ago, the impact on the available habitat for Helmeted 
Honeyeaters from our footprint has lessened considerably. Could you think of a better office to work 
(volunteer) in? 

FeedersΩ ōƻŀǊŘǿŀƭƪ and bush office  

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/89234.Chris_Hart
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²ŜΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴŜǎ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻŀǊŘǿŀƭƪǎΦ ²Ŝ 
regularly see Black Rock Skinks (Egernia saxatilis 
intermedia), but they generally scuttle as they hear us come 
past. The one in the image kept a sharp eye on me as I 
approached, and the warmth of the boardwalk was clearly 
too good to move from. He was quite content to stay whilst 
I quietly walked around him, trying not to disturb his/her 
peace. This species is active by day and feeds on  
invertebrates, much the same as the Helmeted 
Honeyeaters! 
 
40 days of age is a key landmark for Helmeted Honeyeaters. Each 
individual will be different, but around this age they are considered 
ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǿŜ Ƴŀȅ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ŦŜƳŀƭŜǎ 
being encouraged out of their natal territory by their parents. They 
remain in the colony at this age, but as they mature over the next 
months they will move further away and find their own patch in the 
world. Male offspring commonly remain around the natal territory, 
ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜƭǇ ƛƴ ǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ ƴŜȄǘ ŎƭǳǘŎƘΦ ¢ƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ 
female in the image had just turned 40 days old, and was checking out 
her recently acquired leg bands (Metal Blue N). Where will we see her 
settle in the future, and will she become one of the good breeders? 
 

Would you like to find out whether being a feeder would work for you? 
Does a morning of new sights, familiar sights and an ideal balance of 
exercise and serenity sound appealing? Can you spare 4 hours once a 
month? Are you able to walk up to 6 kilometres on bush tracks? To find 
out more, please contact Sue: (email) hehofeeder@gmail.com or 0456 
991 296.                                                                    All images Sue & Bruce Tardiff   

Hello Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater, 
I am thrilled to be appointed the new Environmental coordinator for the Friends of 
the Helmeted Honeyeater.  
 

I have a Bachelor in Biological Sciences, with strong interest in botany and 
conservation ecology and have worked in natural resource management (NRM) for 
many years all over greater Melbourne and have enjoyed the on-ground work and 
working in many different environments.  
LǘΩǎ ŀ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛn such a long standing organisation with a committed group of volunteers.  
 

I am ready to bring in my experience and expertise to the group of NRM knowledge, enthusiasm and work 
with volunteers to facilitate the re-vegetation projects and the education programs and events. 
 

I have grown up in the Dandenong Ranges, enjoying its beauty since a child spending time outdoors 
exploring in the forest and creeks.  
Over the years I have volunteered for various organisation and have learnt how valuable the efforts and 
dedication of volunteers that drive conservation efforts.   
 

I look forward to meeting you all soon and listening to your stories and experiences as part the friends of 
the Helmeted Honeyeater.   

mailto:hehofeeder@gmail.com
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Local award received Irene Pearey was awarded 1 of only 10 

Victorian Executive Committee Awards at Parliament House on Friday, 
for all her hard work supporting the Macclesfield Landcare Group.  

Celebrations for the 30th anniversary of 
Landcare in Victoria  were held at the Coldstream 

Community Centre on Saturday 26th November.  
Hosted by the PPWCMA, guest speaker Professor David 
Lindenmayer presented a very interesting talk on the 
Environmental Stewardship Program he has been 
working on in agricultural land in NSW.  

 

 

 

Volunteers from Mount Toolebewong & District 

Landcare Group               images Anne Fitzpatrick 

 

  

September 8  

A big day of birdwatching today at Yellingbo, with the release of a 

group of captive bred hehos. Zoos Victoria, DELWP Port Phillip and 

Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater released birds at two 

separate locations within the Reserve to bolster the growing 

population. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/zoosvictoria/
https://www.facebook.com/DELWPPortPhillip/
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The Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater, in partnership with Zoos Victoria and Trust for Nature, 
were delighted to receive a grant of $200,000 from The Myer Foundation ŦƻǊ ŀƴ Ψ9ƴǎǳǊƛƴƎ {ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅΩ 
initiative. We thank The Myer Foundation for their generosity.  
 

This is our first major philanthropic grant and marks an important milestone for us as an organisation 
following obtaining Deductible Gift Recipient Status. Instead of seeking philanthropic support individually 
and in a potentially competitive way, the three Ensuring Sustainability partners decided to work together 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ ŀ άŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘέ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘΦ 
 

Zoos Victoria will use their share of this grant to enhance the captive 
breeding programme at Healesville Sanctuary, while the Trust for Nature 
share will go toward strategic land purchase to secure suitable habitat for 
breeding Helmeted Honeyeaters.   

We will use our share of the grant to support our Environmental Co-
ordinator to undertake high quality habitat restoration work within and 
beyond Yellingbo, and continue our educational programs in schools, as well 
as supporting our Co-ordinator of Volunteers in monitoring the health of the 
wild Helmeted Honeyeater population in the Yellingbo Nature Conservation Reserve.                                                                                                     
Dorothy Scott 
 

DONATIONS are very important to us. Thank you for your generosity.  

D & R Bendel               Oxley College              Melissa Quick               Ray McMahon           I and V Price                        
                                                    Flying Apron                FOHH Nursery customers 
 

5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘΥ LŦ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǇ ŀǘ LD!Σ you can nominate the Friends group on your Community Benefits card 
and 0.5 % of your shopping docket will be directed to us. 

Contacts       President        Bob Anderson              Vice-President          Richard Case                 

                              Secretary        Marita Hanigan           Treasurer      Susan Mc Veigh    
                                                          Alan Clayton                    Sue Bendel                   Vivian Price 

                                                  Bruce Quin                       Robin Young                 Jeff Dickinson  

                DSE ornithologist        Bruce Quin  Nursery Manager     Michelle Faram 
                FoHH Co-ord                James Frazer                 Merchandise      Debbie Mitchell 
                Newsletter Editor       Sandra Turnley            e: hehonewsletter@gmail.com 
   

                To contact Bruce directly  5954 4010            Richard Case 9720 4062 
                To contact any of the above, call the office on 5964 8341 

 

e: heho1@optusnet.com.au         www.helmetedhoneyeater.org.au  

street address : 1217 Macclesfield Road, Yellingbo 3139        postal address :  PO Box 131 Woori Yallock 3139 

YV Landcare Network Co-ord      Anne Fitzpatrick    0488 766 113     e: YVLandcare@bigpond.com 

../16%20Winter%20hehoherald/hehonewsletter@gmail.com
mailto:heho1@optusnet.com.au
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Weeds, weeds and more weeds, is our story this time. 

And birds. 

The Reveg Day of the 11th of September began with a 

rubbish collection at Parslow's Bridge. All the birds were 

calling as the morning sun burned off the valley fog and 

reached the treetops. Welcome Swallows wheeled under 

the bridge. Striated and Spotted Pardalotes, White-eared 

and Yellow-faced Honeyeaters, Shining Bronze-Cuckoo 

and Eastern Whipbird made their presence known. The 

Azure Kingfisher, heard before seen was back on a perch 

over the Creek. 

Up at the Nursery, a Swamp Harrier called and soared up 

on high, being chased by a Magpie which looked a little 

out of it's comfort zone so far up. We headed out to Punt Site on Cockatoo Creek. The objective here was 

to control some non-local, invasive Coastal Sallow Wattles. This was done by ringbarking these tree-sized 

weeds low down, no herbicide being used. We also removed an extensive patch of Ragwort growing 

alongside a pretty area of swamp, from which a Striped Marsh Frog called. Heading back, a few Golden 

Bush-peas were in flower beside the track. Further on, an Echidna trundled slowly across the track, taking 

it's time in the sun. 

In the afternoon, we returned to the Tree Tobacco patch found in August and pulled out the remainder. 

Most were confined to the floodplain with just a few on the slopes. No doubt more will spring up and we 

will continue to monitor the site. Next we headed out to a small Angled Onion patch at the billabong, north 

of the Plantathon '99 site. This year they had spilled out over the bank, covering an area about 2m x 2m. 

They were small plants and the work was finicky but eventually they were removed. We went on to check 

the Bulbil Watsonia patch at the Up-and-Downs and were delighted to find that no more had germinated. 

Back down to the D2 Peninsula, we did find and remove two Tree Tobacco. Again, another site to monitor. 

On the 9th of October we went after some Gorse which had slowly been building up at Green Site. Most of 

these we grubbed out with forks or mattocks, minding the spines along the way. Working two separate 

areas, we ended up with about five bags of the stuff. 

After lunch we went down to the Montpellier Broom patch on Woori Yallock Creek. We had a good look 

around but didn't find any for the second year running. Looking good. We did see a Wombat at the back of 

a Manna Gum hollow, where we also saw one last year. I wonder if it was the same individual? They do 

move around a bit but this little island has been favoured by them over the years. A large amount of 

Wandering Trad grows along the banks of the Creek, some of which was successfully sprayed in 2015 

(thanks, whoever did it!) but there is very little to the east of the track. I wondered if it was possible to 

hand-weed such small infestations, so we chose an area about 3m x 3m and weeded that. It did take a 

while and we got three bags from this small area. We marked the area so we can watch what happens 

next. On the way back along Shaw Road , we removed a few Angled Onion which is doing well this wet 

year. 

ǒ ǒ ǒ 

              Sunday 11 December 
              Sunday 8 January 
              Sunday 12 February 
              Sunday 12 March 
         
 

All start at 10.00am from the Nursery and 

are automatically cancelled if damaging 

winds (60 kph), severe, extreme, total fire 

ban or code red are forecast for the Central 

District. Please check with Bureau of 

Meteorology at 5.00pm the day before. 

 

ǒ ǒ ǒ 
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The 13th of November started with a bit of a laugh. I had come to Parslow's Bridge to remove some Arum 

Lily but couldn't find it because it was smothered with other weeds. What a fantastic growing season. I did 

find and remove a new infestation of Forget-me-not before it got going and my friend the Azure Kingfisher 

was there, so who could ask for more? From the Nursery we headed down Shaw Road, where we were 

surprised to find Angled Onion still growing so late in the season. Further down we removed all the Large 

Quaking-grass we could find. It too is having a good season. The main area now is where we originally 

started and it is pleasing to see that the side areas we weeded have remained clear. Here we found an 

intact egg on the ground. I think it must have been dropped there by a Wood Duck that waddled through 

the bush. Later we found a bigger egg that had been broken and had a distinct fang mark on it. Maybe a 

Pacific Black Duck. 

We continued with the Quaking-grass after lunch, this time at the Depot. Here two Wedge-tailed Eagles 

came to have a look at us then soared off over the valley. A Sacred Kingfisher quietly watched too, perched 

on a Manna Gum leading out over McColl's Swamp. We walked off toward D3, where we saw a White-

naped Honeyeater fussing at a Kookaburra but not coming within a metre of it. Later we saw a Kookaburra 

being chased out of the same area by a single Helmeted Honeyeater! Here too, we saw the touching sight 

of a Crimson Rosella carrying something in it's beak, then flying over to feed it's mate. Most of the D3 

Forget-me-not has gone now. There was a patch that was staging a recovery until we found it. And there is 

more further upstream but we got that too. We also removed some Hemlock and Honeysuckle, which may 

be the next big thing at this site. Back at the picnic table overlooking McColl's Swamp, two Brown 

Goshawks flew past and round again. With long, rounded tails and that alternating flapping / fast glide. 

One was smaller and paler underneath so possibly an adult male and a younger female. So our score for 

the day was six bags of Quaking-grass, two bags of mixed weeds and a whole lot of memories. 
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Graeme Edwards with the HeHos at Healesville Sanctuary  Image David Edwards 

 

 

 


