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Sadly for the Friends but great news for James happeneu; -",",I;\
September. He was offered a full time pasit with -
Melbourne Water. dmes made sure that a hand over to |
his replacement would be a smooth one with a detailed
analysis of programs completed this year and work yet to
complete. Plans for 2017 are well developed. On behalf of the Friends | thank
James for his outstanding work community education and in revegetation.

We are fortunate that James will be available for advice with projects that are
ongoing.

Original artwork by Jo Pearcy presented to James at the AC

President's report Robert Anderson [ “"‘3‘;

Goodbye andlrhankyouJamesFrazer

Hello and Welcome Cecilia Imre

Cecilia has been appointed to the role of Environmental Coordinator following a recenti@w program.
Cecilia has been recognised for her work in conservation by the Yarra Ranges Shire.

At this stage Cecilia is expecting to be able to commence work wDegeémber.

Welcome to Cecilia.

2016 AGM

Saturday, 2% October was not the ideal dag hold the Annual General meeting at the Depot Shed. It
rained and it rained. A quick decision by our Secretary Marita to transfer the meeting to the Yellingbo
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remember. Guest Speaker Dr Bram Mason enlightened us with the workings of the Dahl Trust, which func
research into the study of Eucalypts. There were no changes to the committee and committeensosit
While Susan McVeigh renominated for the Treasuresifan it is only until the end of December. Susan

and family are moving to Gippsland. Susan has provided the group with a sound framework to handle the
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and introduction of efficient practices.

aSYOSNEQ aSSiAy3

| am looking forward to seeing you at the Depot Shed for our last meeting for 2016. It will be the usual
friendly barbecue, followed by an update of the current breeding season, see the 20H@ edendar and
finishing with a walk to see our beloved Helmeted Honeyeaters (hopefully).
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Steve and Debbie Mitchell became Life Membéns
recognition of their work as members of the Friends and the
close relationship they foster with Macclesfielchaare
Group.

James Frazer was suitably farewelled with his family preser
It was encouraging to see a number of university students
who came to thank James for his assistance with their
projects at Yellingbo.

May the festive season be a happy one fouyand your loved ¥,
ones.

Robert Anderson

Jamesand Miles sitting on the bench made b
Miles and presented to James at AGM

AllAGM images Michelle Faram

Nursery News Michelle Faram

It is almost December and | cannot believe that another year is almost at an ende
This year has been a bit afstrange one there have been many high points with
lots of plants grown and lots sold but also a few low points with the loss of loved
ones.

The nursery crew were kept on their toes with orders totalling approximately 70,000 plants to be prepared
packed and sent out for lots of different revegetation projects.

The main plant orders were from the Yarra Ranges Council, Melbourne Water, Healesville Sanctuary, Yar
Valley Water, Cardinia Council, Parks Victoria and over 20,000 plants for the Friends of the Helmeted
Honeyeater revegetation projett it a O/ 2t t Qa { ¢ Y LI®

Despite being a very busy time at the nursery | managed to have a six week break during August and
September as part of my long service leave and we headed off to Western Australia.

We had a very relamg time exploring the sites and checking out the whales and the wildflowers knowing
that Shirley Henderson my nursery assistant was taking care of the nursery and volunteers.

It was fantastic to see that evetyihg was going along smoothly on my return. | know that it would have
been difficult for Shirley to keep up with all that needed to be done, orders, plant sales, seed sowing,
watering and organising the volunteers. Thanks to Shirley and the nurseryemiarior looking after the
nursery and each other in my absence it was very much appreciated.

On returning from leave | was sorry to hear that James Frazer, our coordinator had decided to move on
after receiving an offer of a full time position with Mellrne Water that was too good to pass up. James
has been fantastic to work with always enthusiastic and willing to give support to myself and the nursery



through the shared time of lots of university students and corporate groups. We will continue toeadmi

the success of your revegetation program and will remember your inspirational ideas such as the
Sculptural seating and the Hehodown. Best wishes in your future endeavours

PYyEA1S flLad @SEN gKSY GKS ¢S (KS NdntsaeR iageybéed maiedzNI/
encouraging with the extra rain. There have been lots of plants flowering profusely this year amongst our
stock including théultenaeaand Dillwynia sp with their bright yellow flowers the pin&tylidium the

lovely purplePater®nia sp.and the white daisy flowers off th@learia.

We are continuing our plant sale which began in October through until the end of December with selected
lines being sold for one dollar. Our sale signs at the entrance to the myuasise encouraging passely to
visit the nursery which is leading to further sales, new members and potential nursery volunteers

The nursery team are now preparing for next autumns planting season with a bigugesfrthe stock
holding areas underwagnd lots of new plants being produced. A number of orders for 2017 have already
started to filter in.

Thank you to all our members whose generous
donations allowed us to purchase three new shade
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| further eight wire benches for our new stock holding
area.

THANKS TO EVERYONE FOR THEIR SUPPORT IN 201¢

| LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU IN THE NURSERY
SOON

Out in the Field Bruce Quin

Helmeted Honeyeater Wild Population Monitoring

YELLINGBO NATURENSERVATION RESERVE
2016/2017 breeding season

Outcomes for the 2016/2017 Helmeted Honeyeater breeding season to date are not what was being
anticipated. Although there exist several positives to focus on, the current bresdagpn has also been
characterized by many nest failures and a loss of several birds that bred during the 2015/2016 breeding
season following that season and at least five breeding birds that bred in the first half of the current
breeding season. Howeveff 230 Q | St YSUSR | 2y S&8SIGSNAR | N 0SAy
breeding birds and the wet conditions during the first half of the breeding season should lead to a
prolonged 2016/2017 breeding season. Further, new breeding territories have foairtbd site created

via the release of captivered Helmeted Honeyeaters in September 2015. Also, there is a new (naturally
occurring) site at Cockatoo Swamp that Jeff Dickinson and Marita Hanigan fount! @ctbber (2016)

where Helmeted Honeyeaters agcwithout supplementary food. 14 active nests were known when this
report was produced and confirmed figures for number of breeding territories (23) and fledglings (15) will
undoubtedly increase with time.



Reasons for the high number of nest failures #meldisappearance of some of the breeding birds are
largely unknown. However, predation of nest contents and some of the adults is strongly suspected.

Leqg/Foot Injuries/lliness

The reason for the death of one male Helmeted Honeyeater that bred earlebtbeding season is

known; he had to be euthanized because of having gout. It is hoped that a pathological investigation by
Veterinary staff may determine the reason for a female Helmeted Honeyeater unexpectedly dying despite
recovery from an infected fdgrogressing. The foot injury was possibly sustained due to an attack by a
predator (puncture wounds on both the front and back of the foot joint suggested something had grabbed
her foot).
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recovering from a fractured leg (cause unknown). It is hoped that he can be returned to his Cockatoo
Swamp territory in early December (2016).

In the previous two He Ho Heralds, | wrote about an adult female taken backaptivity in May this year
because of some level of blindness in one eye and liver disease. She was tredesmldsyille Sanctuary
Veterinarians and returned to the wild mitlly and has settled back in her territory with her mate.
Hopefully, their thid nest of this breeding season will be successful.

2016 Release of Captibzed Helmeted Honeyeaters

Seven captivred Helmeted Honeyeaters were released into Yellingbo Nature Conservation Reserve on
8" September 2016. Two males and two females weteased into one creek system and the new home

of the other three (all females) was intended to be the release area at Cockatoo Swamp. However, most c
the individuals from both groups have been inclined to visit and even settle (at least temporarilg) at th
other 2016 release creek area, rather than the one they were released at. This is perhaps because there
gl & I LINBR2YAY!Il yOS giftrodtcion arid femaleHglimeied Moheyaatsrs hdizan NB
innate tendency to disperse from the natal sitéaving stated that, the release itself has already shifted
these captivebred birds from their natal site and not all captibeed female Helmeted Honeyeaters leave

a site where we have released them. Three of the seven captiee Helmeted Honeyeatersleased on

8" September were sighted during "5 215 November (2016).

Although 158 Helmeted Honeyeaters were recorded in October 2016, the actual number present in
Yellingbo is likely to be higher than that figure. At this time of the year, some sutherdinate adult
Helmeted Honeyeaters temporarily wander away from the main colonies and this makes our recording of
them considerably more difficult.

BUNYIP STATE PARK

Helmeted Honeyeaters and Yelldufted Honeyeaters were not detected at the Laberttwe North area

of Bunyip State Park during approximately thxgeekly field trips between June to August 2016. However,
Helmeted and Yellowufted Honeyeaters were again present there during Septengo@ctober 2016.
Images from a remote camera at one betfeed stations havassisted confirming the presence of four
individuals during that time.

The four individuals were: two Helmeted Honeyeaters (the subspecies of Helmeted Honeyeas=idsy,
one individual of thegippslandicusubspecies; one hybrithat is believed to be from gippslandicug,
cassidixcross. However, the last time the site was visited"(@&tober), just one Helmeted Honeyeater
and a second individual of unknown subspecies were detected.

An update will occur in the autumn editiaf He Ho Herald. Many thanks to all of you for the wonderful
help and support you provide to the program. Bruce



A feeder’s morning Sue Tardif
Coordinator of Volunteers (Supplementary Feeding Program)
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If the supplementary feeding volunteers worked as a tag
team, each week they would walk approximately 160
kilometres in order to provida commercially produced
nectar substitute (wombaroo) to Helmeted Honeyeaters at
Yellingbo, whilst equally importantly, monitoring the health of the wild population. Imagine walking from
Flinders Street Station in Melbourne CBD to watch the Penguin patzeleillip I1sland, then back to Cowes
F2N) RAYYSNY ¢KIFIGQa mcn 1Af2YSOUNBad® LQR O2yaARSN

Now imagine that distance multiplied by the number of weeks this year so far (up to 7 November as |
write). The supplementary fekers have walked 7,120 kilometres. Yellingbo to the WACA and back again is
cXtpcn 1AfT2YSONBaed ' (F3 GSIFY 2F FTSSRSNAR O2dzZ R 0
definitely sponsor that!

The volunteers involved in the Helmeted Honater supplementary feeding program are tallying up some
impressive statistics, without that being their focus at all! In excess of 591 hours of volunteer time has
been contributed each month this year, and in purely monetary terms, that equates to alh@$t®0 of
in-kind (voluntary) contribution.

The statistics are all very well, but how can we measure
the warmth of the smile that individuals feel when helping
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harder, but really important part.think the ‘
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as part of the dayyo-day communication we have with

e
R

pul;
w»
-7

GKSY S3 4a,Sa L Yy FNBS (K 0S
R2 + TSSRHé 2NJ awSANBOGGI o i 2
YSEG 6SS1 X282y 3 KSTILY 20 K §

have some spare time after my feed next month, can | Ny -
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We are so fortunate to be able to spend time in this amazing bushland. \Whitgg the feeding, it is easy

to lose sight of just how narrow the reserve actually is, and how precious each patch of vegetation is.
Everywhere we go, just over the hill, or in the background, is the reserve boundary. All too often, this is
where suitablehabitat for our native animals ends. Can you spot the boardwalk in the bushland image?
Since these were constructed a few years ago, the impact on the available habitat for Helmeted
Honeyeaters from our footprint has lessened considerably. Could you dhimbetter office to work
(volunteer) in?


http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/89234.Chris_Hart
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regularly see Black Ro8kinkgEgernia saxatilis :
intermedia, but they generally scuttle as they hear us comg#® .
past. The one in the image kept a shage®n me as | S
approached, and the warmth of the boardwalk was clearly:
too good to move from. He was quite content to stay Whllst
| quietly walked around him, trying not to disturb his/her &
peace. This species is active by day and feeds on
invertebrates, megh the same as the Helmeted
Honeyeaters!

40 days of age is a key landmark for Helmeted Honeyeaters. Each
individual will be different, but around this age they are considered
AYRSLISYRSYyG 2F GKSANI LI NByidax
being ertouraged out of their natal territory by their parents. They
remain in the colony at this age, but as they mature over the next
months they will move further away and find their own patch in the
world. Male offspring commonly remain around the natal teryt,
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female in the image had just turned 40 days old, and was checking
her recently acquired leg bands (Metal Blue N). Where will we see
settle in the future, and will she becomae of the good breeders?

Would you like to find out whether being a feeder would work for yo
Does a morning of new sights, familiar sights and an ideal balance ¢
exercise and serenity sound appealing? Can you spare 4 hours onc
month? Are you able tavalk up to 6 kilometres on bush tracks? To fi
out more, please contact Sue: (em&ibhofeeder@gmail.coror 0456
991 296 All images Sue & Bru@eardiff

Co-ordinator's Column Celia Imre g

Hello Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater,
I am thrilled to be appointed the new Environmental coordinator for the Friends o
the Helmeted Honeyeater.

| have a Bachelor in Biological Scienegth strong interest in botany and
conservation ecology and have worked in natural resource management (NRM) fg
many years all over greater Melbourne and have enjoyed thgroand work and
working in many different environments.

LiQa | L Sitha tedgBtandigg or@ahisation with a committed group of volunteers.

| am ready to bring in my experience and expertise to the group of NRM knowledge, enthusiasm and work
with volunteers to facilitate the resegetation projects and the education g@ams and events.

I have grown up in the Dandenong Ranges, enjoying its beauty since a child spending time outdoors
exploring in the forest and creeks.

Over the years | have volunteered for various organisation and have learnt how valuable the effiorts an
dedication of volunteers that drive conservation efforts.

I look forward to meeting you all soon and listening to your stories and experiences as part the friends of
the Helmeted Honeyeater.


mailto:hehofeeder@gmail.com

Yarra Ranges Landcare Network
Anne Fitzpatrick Landcare Facilitator

Local award receivettene Pearey was awarded 1 of only 10
Victorian Executive Committee Awards at Parliament HaunsEriday
for all her hard work supporting the Macclesfield Landcare Group.

Celebratiors for the 3¢" anniversary of

Landcare in Victoriawere held at the Coldstream
Community Centre on Saturday™8lovember. y
Hosted by the PPWCMA, guest speaker Professor Day
Lindenmayer presented a very interesting talk on the
Environmental Stewardshiprogram he has been
working on in agricultural land in NSW.

Landcare Group images Anne Fitzpatrick

Facebook Notes
September 8

A big day of birdwatching today at Yellingbo, with the reteaf a
group of captive bred hehogoos VictoriaDELWP Porhillipand
Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater released birds at two

' separate dcations within the Reserve to bolster the growing
population.



https://www.facebook.com/zoosvictoria/
https://www.facebook.com/DELWPPortPhillip/
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Newsletter Editor Sandra Turnley e: hehonewsletter@gmail.com
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e: hehol@optusnet.com.au www.helmetedhoneyeater.org.au
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YV Landcare Network Gard  Anne Fitzpatrick 0488 766 113%:YVLandcare@bigpond.com

DONATIONS TO HE HO

As many members may know, the Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater has
gained Deductible Gift Recipient (DGR) status. This means that people and
organizations who make donations to the Friends can claim a tax deduction for

such a donation in their income tax return. Donations are chiefly money but
certain other gifts can also qualify for such a tax deduction. If anyone is unsure
what this entails please contact Marita Hanigan (0487048225) or Alan Clayton
(0411245425)

The Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater, in partnership with Zoos Victoria and Trust for Nature
were delighted to receive argnt of $200,000 from The Myer Foundatidn2 NJ 'y W9y a dzNAR VY -
initiative. We thank The Myer Foundation for their generosity

This is our first major philanthropic grant and marks an important milestone for us as an organisatior
following obfining Deductible Gift Recipient Status. Instead of seeking philanthropic support individually
and in a potentially competitive way, the three Ensuring Sustainability partners decided to work together
Ay GKS ALIANRG 2F F a02tt SOGADBS AYLI OG¢ | LILINRBI OK

Zoos Victoria will use their share of this grant to enhance the captive
breeding programme at Healesville Sanctuaryhile the Trust for Nature
share will go toward strategic land purchase to secure suitable habitat for
breeding Helmeted Honeyeaters

We will use our share of the grant to support our Environmental-Co

ordinator to undertake high quality habitat restoration work within and THE MYER
beyond Yellingbo, and continue our educational programs in schoatswell FOUNDATION
as supporting our Cardinator of Volunteersin monitoring the health of the

wild Helmeted Honeyeater population in the Yellingbo Nature Conservation Reserve.

DorothyScott

DONATION &re very important b us. Thank you for yougenerosity.

D & R Bendel Oxley College Melissa Quick Ray McMahaomd VPricé
Flying Apron FOHHNursery customers

52y Qi F2NHS(OY yowkand@nizatétieFtidnds group dh yotr Community Benefits card
and0.5 % of your shopping docket will be directed to us.
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Reveg Rambles Richard Case

Reveg dates
Sunday 11 December

Sunday8 January Weeds, weeds and more weeds, is our story this time.
Sundayl2 February And birds.
Sundayl2 March The Reveg Day of the 11th of September began with a

rubbish collection at Parslow's Bridge. All the birds were
All start at 10.00am from the Nursery and calling as the morning sun burned off the valley fog and
are automatically cancelled if damaging reached the treetopsWelcome Swallows wheeled under
winds ©0kph), sewere, extreme, total fire the bridge. Striated and Spotted Pardalotes, Wigtged

ban or code red are forecast for the Centrall and Yellowfaced Honeyeaters, Shining Brorzackoo
District. Please check with Bureau of and Eastern Whipbird made their presence known. The
Meteorology at 5.00pm the day before. Azure Kingfisher, heard before seen was back on a perch
over the Creek.

° 00 Up at the Nursery, a Swamp Harrier called and soared up

on high, being chased by a Magpie which looked a little

out of it's comfort zone so far up. We headed out to Punt Site on Cockatoo Creek. The objective here was
to control some norocal, irvasive Coastal Sallow Wattles. This was done by ringbarking thesszesk

weeds low down, no herbicide being used. We also removed an extensive patch of Ragwort growing
alongside a pretty area of swamp, from which a Striped Marsh Frog called. Headin@ lbew Golden
Bushpeas were in flower beside the track. Further on, an Echidna trundled slowly across the track, taking
it's time in the sun.

In the afternoon, we returned to the Tree Tobacco patch found in August and pulled out the remainder.
Most were confined to the floodplain with just a few on the slopes. No doubt more will spring up and we
will continue to monitor the site. Next we headed out to a small Angled Onion patch at the billabong, north
of the Plantathon '99 site. This year they had sgilbut over the bank, covering an area about 2m x 2m.
They were small plants and the work was finicky but eventually they were removed. We went on to check
the Bulbil Watsonia patch at the thnd-Downs and were delighted to find that no more had germinated
Back down to the D2 Peninsula, we did find and remove two Tree Tobacco. Again, another site to monitor

On the 9th of October we went after some Gorse which had slowly been building up at Green Site. Most 0
these we grubbed out with forks or mattocksjnding the spines along the way. Working two separate
areas, we ended up with about five bags of the stuff.

After lunch we went down to the Montpellier Broom patch on Woori Yallock Creek. We had a good look
around but didn't find any for the second yeamning. Looking good. We did see a Wombat at the back of
a Manna Gum hollow, where we also saw one last year. | wonder if it was the same individual? They do
move around a bit but this little island has been favoured by them over the years. A large armount o
Wandering Trad grows along the banks of the Creek, some of which was successfully sprayed in 2015
(thanks, whoever did it!) but there is very little to the east of the track. | wondered if it was possible to
handweed such small infestations, so we chasearea about 3m x 3m and weeded that. It did take a
while and we got three bags from this small area. We marked the area so we can watch what happens
next. On the way back along Shaw Road , we removed a few Angled Onion which is doing well this wet
year.



The 13th of November started with a bit of a laugh. | had come to Parslow's Bridge to remove some Arum
Lily but couldn't find it because it was smothered with other weeds. What a fantastic growing season. | did
find and remove a new infestation of Forgae-not before it got going and my friend the Azure Kingfisher
was there, so who could ask for more? From the Nursery we headed down Shaw Road, where we were
surprised to find Angled Onion still growing so late in the season. Further down we removedLaltdlee
Quakinggrass we could find. It too is having a good season. The main area now is where we originally
started and it is pleasing to see that the side areas we weeded have remained clear. Here we found an
intact egg on the ground. | think it must leabeen dropped there by a Wood Duck that waddled through

the bush. Later we found a bigger egg that had been broken and had a distinct fang mark on it. Maybe a
Pacific Black Duck.

We continued with the Quakingrass after lunch, this time at the Depot. déwo Wedgetailed Eagles

came to have a look at us then soared off over the valley. A Sacred Kingfisher quietly watched too, perche
on a Manna Gum leading out over McColl's Swamp. We walked off toward D3, where we saw-a White
naped Honeyeater fussing atkookaburra but not coming within a metre of it. Later we saw a Kookaburra
being chased out of the same area by a single Helmeted Honeyeater! Here too, we saw the touching sigh
of a Crimson Rosella carrying something in it's beak, then flying overdatfeenate. Most of the D3
Forgetme-not has gone now. There was a patch that was staging a recovery until we found it. And there is
more further upstream but we got that too. We also removed some Hemlock and Honeysuckle, which may
be the next big thingtathis site. Back at the picnic table overlooking McColl's Swamp, two Brown
Goshawks flew past and round again. With long, rounded tails and that alternating flapping / fast glide.
One was smaller and paler underneath so possibly an adult male and a ydengde. So our score for

the day was six bags of Quakigass, two bags of mixed weeds and a whole lot of memories.
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Graeme Edwards with the HeHos at Healesville Sanctnaage David Edwards
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